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o Different Muslim sects have their own interpretations and rules regarding marriage.
o Example: Sunni law requires witnesses for a marriage to be valid, while Shia law does
not.

Types of Muslim Marriages:

e Sahih (Valid) Marriage: The most common and lawful form, based on mutual consent
and adherence to Islamic principles.

o Batil (Void) Marriage: Considered null and void due to legal impediments, such as
consanguinity or affinity.

o Fasid (Irregular) Marriage: Temporarily invalid but may become valid once
irregularities are corrected.

e Muta (Temporary) Marriage: A fixed-term marriage contract, recognized primarily in
Shia Islam, automatically dissolves at the end of the specified period.

e Sahih (Valid) Marriage Characteristics:

e Permanent and stable union, intended to last for life.

e Based on mutual consent and agreement.

e Must follow Islamic principles, including the presence of witnesses, payment of dower
(mabhr), and recitation of specific formulae.

e Legal Requirements for Sahih Marriage:

o Proposal and acceptance must occur in the same meeting.

e Presence of witnesses (required in Sunni law but not in Shia law).
o Parties must be of sound mind, at puberty, and free to consent.

e No legal disabilities should exist (e.g., consanguinity, polygamy).

e Consequences of Sahih Marriage:
e Valid marriage creates mutual duties and obligations.
o Sexual relations are lawful; children are legitimate.

e Parties can inherit from each other; the wife is entitled to dower.

e Batil (Void) Marriage:
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o Lacks necessary conditions for validity.
e No legal rights or obligations arise; children are illegitimate.
o Examples include marriages between close blood relatives or with someone else's wife.

e Fasid (Irregular) Marriage:

o Invalid due to unfulfilled conditions but can be corrected.
e Recognized only under Sunni law.
o Examples include marriage without witnesses or marriage with a fifth wife.

e Muta (Temporary) Marriage:

e A fixed-term marriage contract, primarily recognized in Shia Islam.
e Automatically ends when the contract expires.
e Provides a temporary marital relationship without violating Islamic law.

Legal Requirements for a Valid Muta Marriage:

1. Consent:
o Both parties must have the capacity to consent.
o Must be of sound mind, free from coercion, and have reached puberty.
2. Offer and Acceptance:
o Marriage contract requires an offer by the man and acceptance by the woman.
3. Mahr (Dowry):
o A fixed amount of money or property (Mahr) must be provided by the man to the
woman.
o This is mandatory in all types of Muslim marriages.
4. Witnesses:
o The marriage must be witnessed by two male witnesses or one male and two
female witnesses.
o Witnesses must be of sound mind and Muslim faith.

Characteristics of Muta Marriage:
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1. Fixed-Term Contract:
o The marriage is for a specified period agreed upon by both parties.
2. No Automatic Right to Inheritance:
o Parties do not have an automatic right to inherit from each other, unlike in
permanent marriages.
3. No Automatic Custody of Children:
o The mother does not automatically receive custody of any children born from the
marriage.

Criticisms and Controversies Surrounding Muta Marriage:

1. Morality:
o Some critics argue that temporary marriages violate Islamic morality and
decency.

2. Exploitation:
o Potential for exploitation, especially of vulnerable women in need of financial
support.
3. Legal Status:
o Muta marriage is not recognized by the Indian legal system, leading to a lack of
legal protection for women in such marriages.

Conclusion:

e Muta marriage is one of the four types of Muslim marriages recognized in Islamic law,
each with its unique characteristics and requirements.

o Despite its controversial nature and the criticism it has attracted, Muta marriage continues
to be practiced in various parts of the Muslim world.
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